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Create Your First
Online Course
Step by Step

A plain-English guide to turning what you know into a simple
online course or digital product: choosing a topic, planning
lessons, recording, pricing, and launching.
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START HERE

You know more than you think

Anonline courseissimply aset of lessonsthat helpssomeone get fromwhere they areto
where theywant to be.f youcanteachafriend how to do something, youcanteachit
online.

Product type Whatitis Effort
Mini course 3-7 short video ortext lessons on one skill Medium
Full course Several modules taking students frombeginnerto High
confident
Email course Lessons sent by email, one a day for5-7 days Low
Workbook or guide Aprintable PDF with steps, worksheets, and checklists Low
Templates Ready-made planners, spreadsheets, ordesigns Low
Topic ideas from your life A good first topic is...
(] Askillfromyourjob (Excel, bookkeeping, sales) () Specific: one clearresult
() Ahobby (gardening, baking, photography) () Something people already ask you about
() Somethingyoulearnedthe hardway () Teachable inafew hours of lessons
(] Alanguage or cultural knowledge (1) Somethingyou enjoy talking about
3topics I could teach

Start small: afocused mini course orworkb ook you finish this month beats a giant course you neverlaunch.

Youcanalways expand it later.
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STEP 1 - VALIDATE YOUR IDEA

Check that people want it

Before youspend weeksbuilding, spend afew days checking that realpeople want to
learnyourtopic.It'sthe step most beginners skip, and the one that mattersmost.

5 quick ways to validate a course idea

1. Searchit: are there books, videos, orothercourses onit? Competitionisagood sign
2.Check questions: look forthe topic inforums, groups, and "People also ask"

3. Ask your audience: post asimple questionorpoll to youremail list orsocial followers
4. Talk to 5 people who have the problem, and ask what they've tried

5. Pre-sell: offeranearly-bird price before building; evenafew buyers is proof

Write your course promise
Fillin: "In [time], I'll help [who] go from [starting point] to [result]."

Example: "In7 days, I'll help complete beginners go from nevertouching a keyboardto playing 4 chords and
theirfirst song."

My course promise

Who exactly is it for?
Andwhoisit NOTfor?

Green lights Red lights

() People ask you about it often () Nobody searchesforit

(] Otherssellcourses orbooks onit () It'stoobroadto finishinweeks
() Someone offersto pay early () You'dbe boredteachingit
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STEP 2 - PLAN THE LESSONS

Outline your course

Work backward fromtheresult. List the stepsastudent must take to get there, thenturn
eachstepinto ashortlesson.Keeplessonsto 5-15 minutes.

Module Lessons (one perline)

Welcome What you'lllearn - How to use this course - Quick win
Module 1

Module 2

Module 3

Wrap-up Recap - Next steps Certificate orbonus

Lesson structure

() Whatyou'lllearninthislesson
(] The teaching: show, don'tjust tell

() Ashortactionstep orworksheet

one place. Start free with systeme.io -

MylInfoLabs

Where willyour course live? systeme.io'sfree planincludes one online course, a sales page, and email, allin

Keep it lean

() Cutanythingnot neededforthe result
() 3modulesisplenty forafirst course

(1) Addbonuseslater, not now
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STEP 3 - CREATE & HOST

Record your lessons simply

Studentscare about clearteaching more thanfancy production. Aphone, aquietroom,
and goodlight are enoughto start.

Lesson format What you need

Slides + voice Presentation slidesand ascreenrecorder Explainingideas
Screen recording Afree screenrecorderandamicrophone Software and online skills
On camera Aphone on a stand and natural window light Hands-on skills, trust
Text + images Writtenlessons with photos or diagrams Quick, low-cost courses

Recording checklist What a course platform does

(] Quietroom, phone onsilent () Hostsyourvideos andlessons

(] Lightinfront of you, not behind () Takespaymentssecurely

(] Test 30 seconds before recording () Giveseachstudentalogin

(] Recordinshort sections () Releaseslessonsovertime if youwant

() Addaworksheettoeachlesson () Emailsyourstudents

Tip: don't edit out every small mistake. Anatural, friendly tone builds more trust than a polished but stiff

video.

Simple gear that's enough to start

(] Yoursmartphone camera (1) Awindow for natural light
(] Alow-cost clip-onorUSB microphone () Afreescreenrecorder
() Aphone stand or a stack of books () Freeslide software
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STEP 4 - PRICE & LAUNCH

o [ J [ J o [ J
Price it, launch it, improve it
Yourfirstlaunchisatest. Start withafairprice, get yourfirst students, collect feedback,
andimprove the course beforeraising the price.

Pricing basics Your sales page needs

(] Lookat pricesof similar courses () Yourcourse promise as the headline

(] Price onthe value of the result, not hours of (1) Whoit'sfor,andwhoitisn't for
video

(1) The module list andwhat'sincluded

() Offeranearly-bird price to first students O Aboutyou, price, andrefund policy

() Offeraclearrefundpolicy to buildtrust

Week 30-day build-and-launch plan Done
Week 1 Choose yourtopic, validate it,and write your course promise O
Week 2 Outline modules andlessons, and create slidesornotes O
Week 3 Recordlessons, upload them, and build your sales page O
Week 4 Email yourlist, share in 3places, and welcome your first students O

Be honest in your marketing: describe exactly what students get, avoidincome orresults
promisesyoucan'tback up, anduse only realtestimonials from real students.

After launch: collect feedback
(] Askevery student one question: "What was most andleast helpful?”
(] Fixconfusinglessonsfirst, then add what students ask for

(] Ask happy students for anhonest testimonial
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YOUR NEXT STEP

Host your first course, free

Youhave the topicideas, the outline, and the launch plan. The last pieceisaplace to host
yourcourse and sellit. Here'sthe all-in-one platformwe use ourselves.

WHAT WE USE

Build your course free with systeme.io

Online course Sales pages

Uploadlessons, and give students theirown Landing pages and sales funnels, with no coding.
login. One course onthefreeplan.

Email marketing Free to start
Sendunlimited emails toup to 2,000 contacts. No credit card needed, and the free plan doesn't
expire.

Create your free account -

Disclosure: thisis an affiliate link. MylnfoLabs.com runs on systeme.io, andif youlater upgrade to
apaid planthrough thislink, we may earn acommission atno extra costto you. Plan details were
checkedin October2026 and may change.

More free guides: printable guides onbusiness, home, languages, and personal growth at

Myinfolabs.com -

Happy teaching,
Uday Chandra

MylnfolLabs.com
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